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1 

A Letter to the Tesla Society, Ridgewood, 
New York 

 

 

August 11, 2005. 

La Jolla, CA 92037. 

 

To the Office of the President. 

Tesla Memorial Society of New York. 

P. O. Box 863837, 

Ridgewood, New York 11386. 

Re: Regarding, Inter Alia, the Contribution of 
Mileva Marich Einstein to Albert 

Einstein�s Special Theory of Relativity. 

Via email. Reply not requested. 
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Dear Mr. President, 

(Tesla Memorial Society of New York, Ridgewood, 
New York), 

On your website (http://www.teslasociety.com/) 
dedicated to the great American inventor Nikola 
TeslaI, proud of his Serbian origin, his Croatian 
birth-land, and his American homeland, as he liked 
to say�I have noticed some inaccuracies�in 
particular regarding the collaboration between 
Albert EinsteinII and his first wife Mileva Marich 
(Mari�) EinsteinIII in physics research. 

The physics community worldwide celebrates 2005 
as the World Year of Physics 2005�100 hundred 
years since 19051, Einstein�s Miracle YearIV (Annus  

                                                 
I Nikola Tesla (1856�1943) 
II Albert Einstein (1879�1955) 
III Mileva Marich (Mari�) Einstein (1875�1948) 
IV Abraham Pais. Einstein Lived Here. (Oxford University 
Press, New York, 1994) 
Abraham Pais (1918�2000) wrote a highly acclaimed book, 
�Subtle is the Lord…The Science and the Life of Albert 

Einstein.�(Oxford University Press, New York, 1982). 
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Mirabilis), when the clerk in a Swiss patent office, 
hitherto unknown, working completely in solitude, 
published four scientific papers in the German 
scientific journal�Annalen der Physik— in the 
period of March to September 1905. 

These papers have changed physics forever. Among 
them, Albert Einstein published on September 26, 
1905, a scientific paper entitled �On the 

Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies� (Annalen der 

Physik, Volume 17, pages 891-921, 1905)�later on 
to be known, thanks to the great German physicist, 
Max PlanckV, as the Theory of Relativity.  

The 1905 relativity paper is referred to as Einstein�s 
Special Theory of Relativity. In 1916 Einstein 
published his General Theory of Relativity under 
the title, �The Origins of the General Theory of 
Relativity�, also in Annalen.  

Sir Isaac NewtonVI let time flow independently and 
absolutely. He placed the world on the theater-stage 

                                                                                     
Gerald Holton. Einstein, History, and Other Passions. 
(American Institute of Physics Press, New York, 1995. 
Masters of Modern Physics Series.). 
John Stachel. Einstein’s Miraculous Year (Princeton 
University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 2005) 
V Max Planck (1858�1947). 
VI Sir Isaac Newton (1642�1727). 
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he called ether, which he saw as being at absolute  
rest. Roger Boshkovich (Rudjer Bo�kovi�)VII, the 
great Croat philosopher�a scientist of Jesuit order, 
was not happy with Newton�s concepts of absolute 
time and space. Boshkovich talked about time as 
being relative, as St. Augustine (Aurelius 
Augustinus)VIII, long before him, had emphasized. 

Einstein has said there is no absolute rest�there is 
no aether, and, accordingly the world is in relative 
motion. In his theories of relativity, he has shown 
that time is relative, it can be stretched and shrunk, 
and he put all that into the mathematical expressions 
of profound simplicity and beauty.  

I consider Einstein’s discoveries regarding the 

nature of time to be the major ingredient of his 

greatness, which makes him a once-in-a-

millennium genius.
IX

 

Any inaccuracies, inadvertently or purposely 
constructed, or both, should not be treated with ease 
in connection with the great inventor Nikola Tesla, 

                                                 
VII Roger Boshkovich (Rudjer Bo�kovi�) (1711�1787), 
VIII St. Augustine (Aurelius Augustinus) (354� 430) 
IX In my booklet entitled, Ephemeron, I have propounded the 
idea that time is of a corpuscular nature, terming the time 
corpuscle�ephemeron. 
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even if they appear on a website usually considered 
as a place of soft information�not to be bothered 
about. 

Being an American physicist of Serb/Montenegrin 
heritage, this is a friendly gesture to point out to you 
some inaccuracies regarding two remarkable 
women from Serbia/Montenegro mentioned 
therein�Mileva Marich Einstein, the first wife of 
Albert Einstein, and Olgivanna Lazovich (Lazovi�) 
WrightXI, the third wife of the famous American 
architect Frank Lloyd WrightXII. 

In the following more information is provided. 

 

Hoping that you will find this letter useful, 

I remain sincerely yours, 

 

V. Alexander Stefan, D.Sc. 

Founder and President, 

 

Stefan University 

                                                 
XI Olgivanna Lazovich (Lazovi�) Wright (1898�1985). 
XII Frank Lloyd Wright (1867�1959). 
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(Institute for Advanced Physics Studies). 

La Jolla, CA 92038-2946. 

vs@stefan-university.edu 

http://www.stefan-university.edu/V_STEFAN.htm 

 

 

 

2 
An Ignorant Acquaintance 

 

Recently I have had an annoying experience with 
one of my dear acquaintances, a Serb by heritage 
like myself, who confidently and repeatedly stated 
straight into my eyes that Albert Einstein never 
married Mileva Marich. 

The truth is that Albert EinsteinXIII married Mileva 
MarichXIV on the Orthodox Christmas Eve Day�
January 6, 1903. I do not know if the coincidence of 
their wedding day with the sacred day in the 

                                                 
XIII Albert Einstein (Friday, March 14, 1879�Monday, April 
18, 1955). 
XIV Mileva Marich (December 7, 1875�August 4, 1948). 
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Serbian Orthodox Christian Religion meant 
anything to the young couple. 

I believe that my acquaintance has gotten false 
information from someone else he trusted; that 
someone, in turn, heard that from someone else, and 
so forth. The false information has been transferred 
in a steady flow, appearing as an undisputed truth to 
the ones who have received it later�quite a 
common phenomenon. At first, I was happily 
indifferent about the opinion of my acquaintance. 
Later on, however, I realized how ugly, dangerous, 
and unfair it would have been for me to leave him 
in his state of happy ignorance. Subsequently, I 
convinced him that he had been wrong. 

People who know should never yield to the ignorant 
ones�for any reason, be it politeness or 
thoughtfulness, or else. There is nothing more 

frightening than active ignorance warns 

Goethe
XV

.  

 

3 
Behind the Great Man There is a Great 

Woman 

                                                 
XV Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749�1832).  
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Throughout history we see that men of great 
achievements have been supported by strong 
women; hence the known saying �Behind every 

great man there is a great woman’. 

Nikola Tesla, however, did not share this point of 
view. He actually said that women very often had 
prevented man from doing great things. 

The men of great achievements, as a rule 
throughout the history, have shown exceptional 
gratitude to their beloved women: with gestures, 
treatments, and respect. Taj Mahal in Agra, 
India,XVI was built by Shah Jahan for his wife 
Mumtaz Mahal as the grandiose monument of their 
love. According to his own words, the great General 
Napoleon Bonaparte (1769�1821) was empowered 
by the sexuality of his first wife Josephine de 
Beauharnais (1763�1814). 

To have a strong woman, unconditionally loyal to 
her man, is always a great asset for any achiever in 
any field of endeavor, and generally for any man. A 
woman provides for an achiever a secure emotional 
background. It is well known that the presence of a  

                                                 
XVI The Mogul Emperor Shah Jahan (1592�1666) had built a 
mausoleum for his beloved Persian wife Mumtaz Mahal 
(1593�1631), with whom he had fourteen children. 



V. Alexander Stefan.  
Regarding, Inter Alia, 

Albert Einstein and Mileva Marich Einstein 
 

© 2005, V. Alexander Stefan 
 

vs@Stefan-University.edu  
 

http://www.stefan-university.edu/V_STEFAN.htm 

 
This letter is a part of the booklet entitled: V. Alexander Stefan. 

Regarding, Inter Alia, Albert Einstein and Mileva Marich Einstein – 
In Celebration of the World Year of Physics 2005 (Stefan 

University Press, La Jolla, CA, 2005. ISBN: 9781889545769) 
 

________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ 10 

high and a stable feminine power facilitates 
masculine creativity. This is true for a genius as 
Frank Lloyd Wright in having had Olgivanna 
Lazovich Wright, his third wife, and, is also true for 
a young genius Albert Einstein in having had 
Mileva Marich Einstein, his first wife, during the 
times of his great accomplishments in the physics 
research. 

As seen on the photograph your Society has posted 
on its website, Frank Lloyd Wright wears the 
national costume of Montenegro at the Halloween 
party in 1940�a nice and a modest gesture of 
honoring the Montenegrin heritage of his wife 
Olgivanna Lazovich. 

Olgivanna Lazovich was a disciple of George 
Ivanovich GurdjieffXVII, an Armenian mystic. It has 
been reported in some sources that Gurdjieff�s 
teachings, promoted in his esoteric-spiritual 
Institute for Harmonious Development of Man, 
Fontainebleau-Avon, France, influenced Wright�s in 
his architectural work�especially his visual 
concepts. 

 

 

                                                 
XVII George Ivanovich Gurdjieff (1872�1949), 
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4 
Albert Einstein in Serbia 

 

Kach(Ka�) 

Albert Einstein honored the Serbian heritage of his 
wife Mileva Einstein by visiting, jointly with her, 
her family�s summer home in her native Kach 
(Ka�)XVIII, Serbia. He also visited with her Novi 
Sad, Serbia,XIX whereby her father bought a house 
in 1900, used as the Marich family winter home. 
Albert and Mitza also visited Belgrade, the capital 
of Serbia, one of the oldest European cities, [The 
visit to Belgrade is addressed in: Roger Highfield 
and Paul Carter, The Private Lives of Albert 

Einstein, (St. Martin�s Press, New York, 1993), 
p.91] 

Novi Sad 

The very first member of Mileva�s family whom 
Albert met was Mileva�s younger sister, ZorkaXX.  

                                                 
XVIII Kach, a village about 15 km northeast of Novi Sad. 
XIX Novi Sad, Serbia, the capital of Vojvodina, the region 
north of Belgrade. 
XX Zorka Marich (1883 � 1938). 
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He met Zorka, not in Serbia, but in Zurich, where 
she had come for a visit in the fall 1900. Albert, 
with Mileva and the infant, Hans Albert, had 
enjoyed his stay in Serbia in the summer 1905, his 
�Miracle Year.� He liked the Marich family�they 
were so nice to him, always around to be of help. 
But, he would have rather had them leave him 
alone; he was fine, he liked his solitude. Poor 
Albert, he was yet to taste the sweet intrusiveness in 
the Slavic hospitality. 

There is a beautiful fortress in Novi Sad called 
Petrovaradin, across the Danube River, and named 
�Gibraltar of the Danube.� I would be surprised if 
Albert and Mitza had not gone there to observe it 
closer.  

Belgrade(Beograd) 

In Belgrade, Albert and Mitza visited the Savich 
(Savi�) family, the friends of Mitza. There is a 
bohemian quarter in Belgrade called Scadarlia 
(Skadarlija), an excellent fit for a bohemian Albert. 
During those times, he probably had found 
Scadarlia extremely interesting and amusing.  

Later on, Albert Einstein�s two sons Hans Albert 
and Eduard regularly visited Serbia and spent time 
with their Serbian cousins. 
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__________________________________________ 

EINSTEIN: 
Man of the 
Millennium  
 
 

(c) V. Alexander 
Stefan 
Year: 1996 
Medium: 
OIL/ACRYLIC 
Size: H36"-W24" 
Code: S-17/1996�

�

__________________________________________ 

In the beginning of their relationship, young Albert 
rejected the comment of his mother 
PaulineXXItelling him ‘you are ruining your future 

and blocking your life’s path… she does not fit into 

a decent family… you will be in a fine mess when 

she gets a child…’ He also did not pay attention to 
vicious comments by some of his friends that 
Mileva had limped, having been born with a slight 

                                                 
XXI Pauline Einstein (1858 - 1920). 
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congenital hip dislocation, and that she was all but a 
peasant Slavic woman. 

In those days, in some Germanic regions, to be of a 
Slavic or Jewish origin was definitely not an 
advantage.Many secret race-hate societies had been 
operating there, which later on facilitated the rise of 
Adolf HitlerXXII. Young Albert heard many slurs 
about Mileva�s Slavic origin�but that did not 
change anything. The arrows of hate were also 
directed toward him�and toward the Jewish 
community in general, in those days. 

In a letter written on September 15, 1950, to Max 
BornXXIII, his friend and colleague, who had given 
the name to Quantum Mechanics, Einstein says, 

�I have not changed my attitude toward Germans, 
which, by the way, dates back not just from the 
Nazi period. All human beings are more or less the 
same from birth. The Germans, however, have a far 
more dangerous tradition than any of the other so-
called civilized nations.� 

I�m talking here with ease about slurs directed 
toward nations, ethnic groups, and human races. 
Every nation worldwide, in one-way or the other, 

                                                 
XXII Adolf Hitler (1889�1945). 
XXIII Max Born (1882�1970), 



V. Alexander Stefan.  
Regarding, Inter Alia, 

Albert Einstein and Mileva Marich Einstein 
 

© 2005, V. Alexander Stefan 
 

vs@Stefan-University.edu  
 

http://www.stefan-university.edu/V_STEFAN.htm 

 
This letter is a part of the booklet entitled: V. Alexander Stefan. 

Regarding, Inter Alia, Albert Einstein and Mileva Marich Einstein – 
In Celebration of the World Year of Physics 2005 (Stefan 

University Press, La Jolla, CA, 2005. ISBN: 9781889545769) 
 

________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ 15 

was subject to slurs. I know that the German Nazis 
are called �The Nazi Swine� in Belgrade, Serbia, the 
hometown of my youth�to mention just one easily 
forgiven example 

 

5 
Mileva Marich(Mari�) 

 

Mileva Marich Einstein was born to a SerbXXIV 
family in Vojvodina, the part of Serbia North of 

                                                 
XXIV The first strong Serb state was founded by the great 
unifier of the Serbs - Stefan Nemanya (1113� 1200). 
Nemanya is a Slavic derivation from the biblical name�
Nehemiah, The Book of Nehemiah. He was born in Ribnitza 
(Ribnica), present day Podgoritza (Podgorica), Montenegro, in 
the fortress, still standing there in ruins, at the place where the 
Ribnitza (Ribnica) river meets the bigger one�the Moracha 
river. Stefan Nemanya is the founder of the Stefan Dynasty 
[the House of Nemanyich] His descendants (Stefan II 
Nemanja, Stefan Dragutin, Stefan Radoslav, Stefan Vladislav 
I - II, Stefan Urosh I-IV) widened the state into the present day 
Montenegro, Serbia, and Macedonia, culminating into a Serb 

Empire ruled by Stefan Urosh IV, better known as Tsar 

Stefan Dushan the Mighty (1308�1355). He was crowned 
in Skopje, Macedonia, in 1346, as Tsar of Serbs, Greeks, 

Bulgarians, and Albanians. 
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Belgrade. Her father, Milosh MarichXXV, was a 
native, and her mother, Maria Ruzhich MarichXXVI, 
was originally from Montenegro.XXVII  

                                                                                     
After Stefan Dushan died, the Serbian Empire weakened, the 
Ottoman Turks entered Serbia, and the five hundred years 
long struggle began.  
In his book entitled ‘The Serbs,� R. G. D. Laffan calls the 
Serbs the �Guardians of the Gate� (to Western Europe). 
About the Serbs� resistance to the advancement of the 
Ottoman Turks into Europe, Laffan says, 
�For five hundred years they have never been content to 
submit to slavery, but have unceasingly struggled toward the 
light.� 
In Montenegro, however, the Ottomans never succeeded to 
fully penetrate into the country. Montenegro was, at that time, 
considered the bastion of Christendom on Balkan Peninsula 
against the Ottomans. 
In his 1877 poem, ‘Montenegro,� Alfred Lord Tennyson 
(1809�1892) praised the Montenegrins as the �race of the 
mighty mountaineers.� 
XXV Milosh Marich (Milo� Mari�) (1846�1922). 
XXVI Maria Ruzhich Marich (Marija Ru�i� Mari�) (1847�
1935). 
XXVII Throughout history, the families from Montenegro had 
been migrating north into Serbia, especially into the far 
north�in Vojvodina. Some Montenegrin families had 
migrated west�to Lika, a region in present day Croatia. 
According to some studies, the Tesla families are originally 
from Montenegro. 
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Mileva arrived in Switzerland in 18942
 and attended 

the last two years of secondary school. In the 
summer of 1896, she attended summer medical 
studies at the University of Zurich. In September of 
the same year, Mileva enrolled in the Swiss Federal 
Polytechnic at Zurich (ETH�Eidgenössische 
Technische Hochschule), choosing the School of 
Mathematics and Science Teachers; Mathematics 
Section. Adolf HurwitzXXVIII, a famous professor of 
mathematics known for his Hurwitz polynomials, 
was the Head of the Section.  

Mileva was not of a poor family background, as was 
frequently emphasized in some sources. It would be 
impossible for a �poor Serbian peasant� to send his 
child to Switzerland to study, let alone a daughter. 
The plain truth was that the Marich family was very 
wealthy. In their student days, Mileva, of a Slavic 
motherly temperament, would give money quite 
often to a bohemian Albert, a big spender. She did 
not want Albert to be without money � �What 
would people say?� she would comment. 

                                                                                     
In the Serb exodus of 1690, the Serbs from central Serbia 
moved to Vojvodina, and from there, further into Hungary. In 
St. Andrea near Budapest, Hungary, a high percentage of the 
population is of the Serb heritage. 
XXVIII Adolf Hurwitz  (1859�1919) 
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In the book �The Quotable Einstein,� page 45, by 
Alice Calaprice (Princeton University Press, 
Princeton, New Jersey, 1996), it is said that 
Einstein, �was married to Mileva, who came from a 
Serbo-Greek peasant background, for seventeen 
years, but never really knew her.� 

I find the above mentioned unacceptable, even if 
you read further in her book�the selected 
quotations regarding the relationship between 
Albert and Mileva.   

In September 1900, Albert writes Mileva that he�s 
pleased about her plan to bring Zorka, her �fat little 
sister� along, and introduce her to the �European 
culture.� He tells Mileva that he has already bought 
two little coffee spoons�for her and Zorka. He also 
says that he will try to drive away Zorka�s 
homesickness, though he will not be able to do that 
in Serbian.  Zorka will later suffer from 
schizophrenia. Albert and Mileva�s younger son, 
Tete, will also have the same problem. Tete idolized 
his father Albert. Mileva was taking care of him, as 
he was very frequently hospitalized at psychiatric 
institution Burghölzli. There, Tete closed his eyes 
forever in October 1965. 

Mileva died in Zürich on August 4, 1948, and was 
buried in Nordheim cemetery with a Russian 
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Orthodox Christian priest performing the obsequies. 
There was an announcement in the Zürich 
newspaper on her death, signed by her grieving 
sons, Hans Albert and Eduard�not, however, by 
her former beloved husband, Albert Einstein. 

 

6 
Albert and Mitza 

 

The following is an excerpt, somewhat modified, 
from my novel �Einstein’s Wisdom�.3 

*** 

September 1896. ETH, Zurich. In the small class of 
the Mathematics� Section, present are Mileva 
Marich and Albert Einstein, among several others. 

In December, she�ll be 21 years old. She�s well 
mannered and reserved, darkly attractive, and quite 
a sexy woman�the only woman in the class, 
meaning a brave, strong, and talented woman.  

He is a 17-and-a-half-year-old man, profoundly 
handsome, highly talkative, with a dose of 
intrusiveness, and he�s very friendly, especially 
with women. Albert has a habit of giving the 
women he likes his self-constructed nicknames;  
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Mileva becomes MitzaXXIX on that very spot; a 
name very close to the old Jewish name�Mitzi. 
Later on, he changed it to a name that was more 
German and loving: Miezchen.  

It�s easy to predict what will very soon ensue 
between Albert and Mitza; needless to say�Albert 
and Mitza, what a couple to be. 

*** 

Later on, he will be calling Mitza�Dollie, and 
Dollie will be calling him Johnnie and Johonzel 
(Lttle Johnny). In his Letters, from October 1897 
until September 1903, Albert-Johnnie will also call 
his Dollie, depending on his mood, a little 
sweetheart, a naughty little sweetheart, dear kitten, 
dearest little child, sweet little one, my everything, 
my little so-and-so, my street urchin, and my little 
rascal. Probably in private, Johnnie called his Dollie 
by other names as well, but these would forever 
remain a secret from the public. After all these 
sweet names, they tied the knot in January 1903.  

As his wife, Mileva lives with Albert in Bern, 
Prague, and Berlin. In Bern, Albert has a job in 
patent office, and financial problems are no more.  

                                                 
XXIX Pronounced as Meetza. 
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Albert Einstein and Mileva Marich Einstein.  

January 6, 1903; Wedding photo, 
 (slightly modified in the spirit of 

 early 21 st century by V.A.S.) 

__________________________________________ 

Their first son, Hans Albert, was born in May 1904, 
and their second son, Eduard, in July 1910. In 
Prague (1911), Albert gets a professorship at the 
University of Prague. They both love Prague, 
especially Mitza, because of its, close to her, Slavic 
culture. But they stay there only one year and a few 
months. The same year (1911), he attends the 1st 


